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This authoritative, comprehensive, and enthralling book describes and analyzes Napoleon's
most powerful weapon -- the Grande Armee which at its peak numbered over a million soldiers.
Elting examines every facet of this incredibly complex human machine: its organization,
command system, logistics, weapons, tactics, discipline, recreation, mobile hospitals, camp
followers, and more. From the army's formation out of the turmoil of Revolutionary France
through its swift conquests of vast territories across Europe to its legendary death at Waterloo,
this book uses excerpts from soldiers' letters, eyewitness accounts, and numerous firsthand
details to place the reader in the boots of Napoleon's conscripts and generals. In Elting's
masterful hands the experience is truly unforgettable.

From the Back CoverThis authoritative and enthralling book describes and analyzes Napoleon's
most powerful weapon-the Grande Armee, which at its peak numbered over a million soldiers,
and without which his military genius would have accomplished little. Elting examines every facet
of this incredibly complex human machine: its organization, command system, logistics,
weapons, tactics, discipline, recreation, mobile hospitals, camp followers, and moreAbout the
AuthorColonel John R. Elting has edited and written numerous books on military history,
including Amateurs, to Arms!: A Military History of the War of 1812 and A Military History and
Atlas of the Napoleonic Wars.
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Brian Reynolds, “Not a adventure story. The authors knowledge of the subject is excellent. It is
not a story, but a publication of a great amount of information that at times over loads the brain
of the average reader. The author (as do many who know their subject in such detail) forgets
that many of his readers do not know nor remember French or how it is used in the french
military of the day. It would have been more informative for me anyway if the author had
continued to add the english meaning behind the french word or phrase. All in all a publication
well worth the read for one who is interested in the French Army of the period beyond that
France fought a war in Spain, Russia, etc”

Reviews for the Common Man, “A must-buy if you have any interest at all in the Napoleonic Era.
If I could recommend one book as the starting point to what has been called the 'abyss of
Napoleonic history', this would be it. This is my favorite book on the subject. The author covers it
all. From the army at the time of the revolution, what it ate, how it was supplied, how it was cared
for... as well as (of course) how it fought. Its all there. Plus it has the added benefit of reading
lively and is very immersive.Although it mainly cover the French experience during what was
later called the "Napoleonic Era" the other nations get a chapter as well. All in all a very
entertaining read.”

John M. Danielski, “Wonderful Book: Detailed, Witty, and Brilliantly Written. The best book I have
read discussing the nuts and bolts of Napoleon's armies; food, clothing, organization, tactics,
weapons and the characteristics of the several branches of his forces. Elting is a gifted and witty
writer. Moreover, he grasps the psychology of the men and the spirit of the times and conveys it
brilliantly to the lay reader. He has a great gift for the pithy epigram when summing up the
personalities of the men and officers. If you were merely a novice reader before this volume, you
won't be afterwards.  Elting will make you eager to get deep into the period.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A great guide to how Napoleonic Armies worked.. A definite must have
to understand the organization of Napoleonic France. Good references. Can't stop reading it. Not
just France but most of the belligerents. A very good reference source.”

Edward J. Fleming, “Vive Monsieur Elting!. This book could stand on its own as a work of
literature. This is an exhaustive study of the minutiae of Napoleon's Grand Armee, and might
easily have become a plodding reference work. The wit, irony, and, above all, the author's shear
love of his subject matter make "Swords" good reading, fascinating even to people with no
knowledge of Napoleonic-era warfare. Wish there were works this good on warfare in other
periods.”

Jeffrey Lunger, “Very dense reading. This is a fantastic book that will tell you all you could ever



want to know concerning the organization and operation of Napoleon's armies but be ready to
drown in a sea of information. Whoa to those who don't already have a basic knowledge of the
history of Napoleonic France, the major players in the Grande Armée, and the more important
battles it fought - you will be initially lost.”

Peter B, “Enormous amount of information on the army of Napoleon 1st. The Grande Armee
was created by Napoleon Bonaparte. In the end, to satisfy his personal ambitions, he destroyed
the Grande Armee, and brought about the death of thousands of its soldiers, and yet more
thousands of the soldiers who opposed it. The book has an amazing amount of detail, and the
only shortcoming seemed to me that it required a better index.”

Mr Biddle, “Five Stars. Excellent book”

Angelos, “A masterpiece. A great book containing all sorts of details regarding the Grande
Armee. I consider this book essential for understanding napoleonic warfare.”

Jean Jodoin, “Thorough and comprehensive. Addresses practically all facets of the Grande
Armee and its supports, including logistics and finances. The minutiae of tactics and
campaigning are a little scant but more than offset by the thorough treatment of the usually
ignored facets of maintaining an army in the field.”

The book by John R. Elting has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 55 people have provided feedback.
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